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to that of * Medical Board,' and extended its duties to the superintendence of the * Medical department of the Civil Service/
In each Province the administration of matters medical and sanitary is under the control of the Local Government, whose principal advisers are an Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals (a Surgeon-General in Madras and Bombay) and a Sanitary Commissioner. These offices are combined in the smaller Provinces. Except in Bombay, the I Hstrict medical and sanitary arrangements are under the charge of a medical officer styled the Civil Surgeon1, He superintends medical institutions and, subject to the general authority of the Collector or Deputy-Commissioner, all matters connected with the health of the population* It is his duty to give professional attendance to the superior Government officers who are granted the priWlege of free medical treatment, and he also performs most of the medico-legal work of the District, In the Bombay Presidency the Civil Surgeon is occupied mainly with the duties of the head-quarters station, though he also does inspection work. The rural hospitals and dispensaries are there under the direct control of the Surgeon-General, and the sanitary work is supervised by five Deputy Sanitary Commissioners under the orders of the Provincial Sanitary Commissioner. The duties of these officers are to superintend and encourage the sanitation of the Districts and towns within their circle, to inspect dispensaries, and generally to advise the District officers on matters affecting the public health. They deal also with vaccination and vital statistics.
Medical institutions were established at an early data in the History "of Presidency cities, for the relief of the natives as well as for the treatment of the Company's servants* Thus the Madras General Hospital dates back to 1679, and four other hospitals wife established in that city between 1800 and 1820* In Calcutta, the Presidency Genera! Hospital was founded in 1795 and the Medical College Hospital in 1852-3. In the country generally progress was for a long time slow, and the main development has taken place during the past thirty years. Under regulations which prevailed in the old Bengal Presidency during the first half of the nineteenth century, the Government aided the foundation of hospitals and dispensaries in places of importance, where the inhabitants were ready to help in this work, pro?ided (which was not always the case) that a medical officer was available to take charge of the new institution. In 9 Ift Mftdras he ii called the DUtrlcf Medicn! and Sanitary Officer.